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NEW YORK YEARLY MEETING. 


New York Yearly Meeting was prece ded 
by a large and interesting meeting on First- 
day morning, the 25th of Fifth month, at the 
Fifteenth Street House, in that city. 

John J. Cornell, of Rochester, was present 
and opened the meeting with a discourse upon 
the words, “God is light, and in Him is no 
darkness at all. If we say we have fellow- 
ship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie 
and do not the truth: but if we walk in the 
light, as He is in the light, we have fellow- 
ship one with another; and the blood of Jesus 
Christ, his Son, cleanseth from all sin.” 
(1 John i, 5.) From this text he proceeded 
to draw a comparison between the light of 
the sun in the material world—the source of 
all life and growth, the central power of 
nature—and the Divine Light in the spirit- 
ual world, penetrating the soul of every 
rational being, radiating from heart to heart, 
purifying, strengthening and renewing the 
soul. If we walk in this light, we have fel- 
lowship one with another. But what is the 
blood of Jesus Christ, that cleanseth from all 
sin? This language is figurative, as was that 
used by Jesus when He said, “ My meat is to 
do the will of Him that sent Me, and to fin- 
ish His work.” The blood of Christ is the 
life of Christ—the life of obedience to the 
light of God in the soul. This obedient, 
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faithtul walk with God does indeed cleanse 
the soul, and save it from every defilement. 
The exhortation to faithfulness, and to dedi- 
cation of life in watchfulness of the true 
light, which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world, was felt to be very impressive. 

John Shotwell, of Rahway, followed in an 
exhortation, after which Samuel J. Levick 
spoke at considerable length upon the various 
phases of the religious life from the first call 
upon the human heart for its allegiance in 
youth, till in the fulness of years the ex- 
perienced and faithful servant is able to de- 
clare effectively the deep things of God. 

The testimony of S. J. L. was in accord- 
ance with what had been spoken before. It 
was followed by a few words from Emily 
Canby, of Baltimore, after which the meet- 
ing closed. “ 

Another large meeting was held in the 
afternoon, which was also favored with Gos- 
pel ministration which was edifying. 

The morning of Fifth month 26th was 
clear and cool, and the Yearly Meeting com- 
menced its general sessions at the Fifteenth 
Street Houses. 

The Men’s Meeting was very large, and 
opened with due solemnity. After the call- 
ing of representatives, reports from the dif- 
ferent Quarterly Meetings were read, and 
minutes from Friends in attendance from 
other Yearly Meetings were presented. 
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The subject of rising in time of public | 
prayer was introduced, and regret was ex- 
pressed that there is so much diversity of 
view among Friends as to the proper attitude 
at this time. To promote greater uniformity 
a committee was named to take the matter 
into consideration and make such recommen- 
dation to the Yeatly Meeting as may appear 
to them judicious. A Friend from Genesee 
Yearly Meeting spoke of such recommenda- 
tion having been made by their Yearly Meet- 
ing which resulted in uniformity, the audi- 
ence remaining seated. The concern was 
laid before Women’s Meeting. Then ad- 
journed. 

The Women’s Meeting was opened with 
prayer and thanksgiving. The blessing of 
the Infinite Love and Wisdom was invoked 
upon the assembly now about to enter upon 
the work of the church. 

The reading of the opening minute and 
the calling of the representatives followed. 
The credentials for Friends in attendance 
from other Yearly Meetings were then read. 
These introduced John J. Cornell, a minister 
from Rochester Monthly Meeting, New York; 
Samuel J. Levick, a minister, and Susanna 
M. Levick, an elder, from Philadelphia 
Monthly Meeting; Samuel F. Dickinson, a 
minister of Scipio Monthly Meeting, N. Y.; 
Louisa A. Wright, a minister of Falls 
Monthly Meeting, Pa.; and Emily B. Canby 
and Mary B. Russel, members of Baltimore 
Monthly Meeting. 

An epistle from Philadelphia Yearly Meet- 
ing was read, and, after a brief silence, the 
general expression of unity and approval 
was marked. It was amaaienk by a 
Friend who had been in attendance at the 
late Yearly Meeting in Philadelphia as a 
clear and full expression of the prevailing 
feeling in that body, which was fall of hope 
for the future. Epistles from Baltimore and 
Ohio were then read, and these were also 
fully appreciated, as expressive of Christian 
love and hope. 

Deborah F. Wharton, of Philadelphia, 
then addressed the meeting with great power 
on the preaching of Paul to Felix, when he 
reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and 
judgment to come, and Felix trembled before 
the faithful minister, and answered, “Go thy 
way for this time, when I have a convenient 
season, I will call for thee.” But we do not 
find that the more convenient season ever 
came to Felix, and for two years Paul re- 
mained a prisoner, and Felix left him in 
bonds when he retired from his governor- 
ship. Now is the accepted time. It is not 
well to defer attention to the warning voice 
till a more convenient season. 

Committees were appointed to reply to the 
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epistles, and to assist the clerks in collecting 
the exercises of the meeting. 

A deputation from the Men’s Meeting the : 
announced that their meeting had had fon 
it the subject of posture in time of public 
prayer in religious meetings. They haye 
appointed a committee to consider the gub. 
ject and make such recommendations as the 
may deem expedient to promote greater unj. 
formity. The existing discipline of the Sog, 
ety of Friends does not definitely prescribe 
a form, and it is deemed proper that there 
may be such explanations as shall be a dirgo. 
tion to Friends as to what'good order re. 
quires. 

The meeting concurred in appointing a 
committee. Then adjourned. 

The afternoon session (Men’s Meeting) was 
first occupied by the re-appointment of Rob. 
ert S. Haviland for Clerk, and of —— Wij. 
lits for Assistant Clerk. 

A proposition for an amendment of the 
Sixth Query, and for the substitution of the 
word “salaried” for “hireling” wherever 
this occurs in the Book of Discipline, was 
referred to the consideration of a committee 
appointed for this purpose. 

Acceptable and edifying epistles from Phila. 
delphia, Baltimore, edame Ohio, etc., were 
read, and were referred to a committee to reply 
to them as way may open. To the same com- 
mittee was assigned the service of collectin 
the religious exercises of the meeting, an 
preparing a minute embodying these exer- 
cises for publication in the Extracts. Then 
adjourned. 

At the afternoon session of the Women’s 
Meeting, a Friend on behalf of the represen- 
tatives reported the nomination of Amanda 
K. Miller for Clerk, and Sarah A. Macy for 
Assistant Clerk. These names were approved 
and the Friends entered promptly upon their 
duties. 

The next business in order was the reading 
of the minutes of last year’s meeting. 

A deputation then announced a proposi- 
tion from the Chappaqua Monthly Meetin 
for this alteration in the wording of the Sixt 
Query: “Wo Friends maintain a faithful 
testimony to a free Gospel ministry, resting 
on divine qualification alone?” and to sub- 
stitute the word “salaried” for “ ae . 
wherever it occurs in our discipline. Men 
Friends have appointed a committee to con- 
sider this proposed change and to act in con- 
cert with a similar committee from the Wo- 
men’s Meeting. The appointment of a com- 
mittee of one from each Quarterly Meeting, 
and seven from the Yearly Meeting at large, 
was made, and these Friends were instructed 
to act in concert with men Friends. 

The remaining epistles were read and re- 
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ferred to the Committee on Epistles. 

journed. : 
Tac the Men’s Meeting, on the morning of 
the 27th, John J. Cornell expressed a con- 
cern to make a visit in Guspel love to the 
Women’s Meeting. After consideration, he 
was set at liberty to proceed according to the 
leadings of truth. 

A request which was received from the 
First-day School Association, that the Yearly 
Meeting adjourn at 4 P. M. on Fourth-day 
afternoon, was duly consideyed and granted. 

The review of the state of the Society was 
next entered upon by the reading and answer- 
ing the Queries from the First to the Sev- 
enth, inclusive. This minute self-examina- 
tion of the whole body of the organized 
church is of great importance and interest to 
such as are concerned for the consistent faith- 
fulness of Friends to their professed princi- 

Jes. It is believed to be peculiar to our own 
eligious Society. Then adjourned. 


At the opening of the Women’s Meeting, 
on the 27th, John J. Cornell made a visit in 
Gospel love. He spoke the language of ex- 
hortation, of comfort and of consolation, re- 
assuring the doubting heart, and uplifting 
the discouraged and weary ; counselling and 
calling home the wandering with a testimony 
to the rich rewards of faithfulness in the ser- 
vice of the Highest. Then he knelt in fer- 
vent prayer, invoking the blessing of God 


upon the assembly thus gathered for His / 


work and service. 

A review of the state‘of the Society,was 
opened by the reading and answering of 
the Queries. In reply to the First it ap- 

red that many meetings have failed to be 

eld with perfect regularity during the past 
ear. Neither does the attendance seem to 
ve been so full as real Christian unity and 
fraternal love should lead to. In regard to 
the value of the public acknowledgment of 
God by assembling at stated times for divine 
worship, faithful words of testimony and ex- 
hortation were uttered. It is good to meet 
and wait upon God, and if there is no vocal 
testimony borne, the Spirit of the Creative 
Wisdom may so move upon the face of the 
deep waters that the heavenly illumination 
will be known by the waiting worshippers. 


To the Second Query, it was generally an- 
swered that loveand unity continue unabated 
in all the meetings constituting this Yearly 
Meeting. As a consequence of this blessed 
condition, neither tale-hearing nor detraction 
are encouraged; and all differences, when 
these occur, are taken under timely care, and, 
if possible, ended. 

The Third Query elicited the acknowledg- 
ment that among Friends due simplicity in 


Then | dress and address is only imperfectly main- 
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tained. 

The importance of moderation in apparel, 
and strict regard to truthful and dignified 
plainness of speech, was dwelt upon, and 
Friends advised to a conscientious observance 
of right care in this respect. 

To the Fourth Query, which relates to the 
use, traffic in, and manufacture of intoxicat- 
ing beverages, the answer was, generally: 
“Clear, as far as we know.” 

Notwithstanding the humble acknowledg- 
ment of deficiency which was brought to 
view in this review of the first four Queries, 
it was felt that the true seed of God is yet 
alive in this Yearly Meeting, and that the 
Lord’s arm is not shortened that He cannot 
save, nor His ear grown heavy that He will 
not hear the cry of His dependent children 
who crave His light and guidance, in the 


| — of life. Then adjourned. 


n the Men’s Meeting, on the afternoon 
session, the remaining Queries were read and 
answered. 

The report of the Committee to Visit Sub- 
ordinate Meetings was read and approved. 
A committee was appointed to bring forward 
the names of suitable Friends to continue the 
work, should women Friends concur. 

The report of the Committee on Education 
was read and considered, but action thereon 
was deferred to a future sitting. Then ad- 
journed. ~ 
At the opening of the afternoon session of 
the Women’s Meeting, Samuel F. Dickinson, 
of Scipio Monthly Meeting, made an accept- 
able visit of Gospel ministration. He spoke 
earnestly and forcibly in the language of faith 
and of consolation, pointing the assembly to 
the true Shepherd and Bishop of souls, who 
had been his support and guardian under 
many bereavements. This exhortation was 
felt to be seasonable and very precious, and 
upon the retirement of the Friend and his 
companion, the business of the meeting was 
resumed under a grateful and solemn sense 
of Divine favor. 

The answers to the Fifth Query showed 
that proper care is taken to aid those who 
need assistance, and that all the children of 
Friends are instructed in useful learning, to 
fit them for the business of life. 

The answers to the Sixth Query showed 
very few violations of Friends’ testimony to 
a free Gospel ministry, and against that which 
may properly be classed as “ hireling,” 

No violations of the requirements of the 
Seventh Query were apparent from the an- 
swers. Bearing arms, training, and paying 
military taxes, are not the temptations of 
Friends in this time of peace and prosperity. 
Yet it is felt that in these years of quiet, 
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faithful, Christian people should be watchful 
to so order their lives and teachings, that 
they may promote those things that make for 
peace. All oppression and wrong of what- 
ever sort are the root of the. disturbances in 
human society, of which war is the fruit. 

The Eighth Query, which treats of faith- 
fulness to business requisitions, was answered 
fully in the affirmative. 

In the replies to the Ninth, it was shown 
that generally, due care is taken to deal with 
offenders against the discipline of the Church 
in the true Apostolic order and spirit. 

In answer to the Tenth, it was shown that 
there are schools of the description queried 
after; and in reply to the Eleventh, it was 
stated that the Queries were all duly answered 
according to the order prescribed. 

After this review of the state of the Society 
by the Queries and their answers, a venerable 
Friend remarked that this searching and de- 
liberate inquiry into the condition of the 
Church, is like that investigation of the city 
of the people of Israel, mentioned by the 
Prophet, when he declared that Jehovah 
ann search Jerusalem as with a lighted 
candle. Such search reveals whatever there 
is of weakness and of unfaithfulness in the 
borders, and now it remains to amend all that 
is amiss and strive toward the attainment of 
more perfect righteousness and dedication. 
Then adjourned. 

At 3 in the afternoon, the Womén’s Meet- 
ing assembled and proceeded to the reading 
of the minutes of the Representative Com- 
mittee of the Yearly Meeting for the past 
year. These were of much interest, detailing 
all the business that has engaged the atten- 
tion of that body. They were approved by 
the meeting, and the sum of $150 was directed 
to be placed at the disposal of the Book Com- 
mittee. The reading of the early literature 
of our Church was earnestly commended to 
young Friends. Our annals are well worthy 
of the serious attention of those seeking a 
knowledge of religious truth, and every or- 
ganization should be made acquainted with 
its own history and the religious experience 
of its founders. 

The Committee to visit Subordinate Meet- 
ings reported their action during the past 
year. They have attended zealously to the 
duties of their appointment, and have endeav- 
ored to give strength and encouragement to 
the weak meetings, and in some cases have 
been able to see their labors already bearing 
fruit. The continuance of the work is ap- 
proved by both this and Men’s Meeting, and 
@ nominating committee set apart to bring 
forward the names of Friends deemed suitable 
for this important service. 

A solemn and tender greeting from Sarah 
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Hunt was read on this occasion. It wag 
caution to the young to walk in the pathway 
of prudence and moderation in all thin 
never being ashamed of the simplicity of oyy 
religious profession. The warning to thege 
was that of the Blessed Master: “ Whosoever 
shall be ashamed of me and my words, , , , 
of him shall the Son of Man be ashamed, 
when he cometh in the glory of his Father, 
with the holy angels.” 

There was a general acknowledgment of 
the value of these good words from one g9 
far advanced in the pathway of Christian ex. 
perience, and so well beloved as is this faith. 
ful minister and mother in the Church. Then 
adjourned. 

In the Men’s Meeting on the 29th, the 
Committee on Posture at the time of Public 
Prayer reported. Their judgment was that 
there is no posture prescribed by the Book of 
Discipline, and Friends are not bound to ob- 
serve any form ; but the committee feel regret 
that there should be any lack of unanimity, 
The report was approved, and the committee 
released. 

Information from Monthly Meetings in re- 


gard to schools was read. 


The minutes of the Representative Com- 
mittee were read and approved, and $250 
was appropriated for the use of this body, in 
distributing books which sustain our princi- 
ples and testimonies. Wm. H. Macy was 
appointed correspondent. 

The report of the Committee on Change of 
Discipline was read and adopted. The con- 
clusion of the committee was that no change 
is advisable at the present time. 

An Epistle from Illinois Yearly Meetin 
was read. Then adjourned. 

On Fourth-day morning, the 28th, a very 
large and interesting meeting for public wor- 
ship was held at the Fifteenth Street House, 
It was addressed by several ministers, and 
the word of life was spoken with power and 
authority. 

At Brooklyn, a large and deeply interest- 
ing meeting was also held, and the Gospel 
was preached with great clearness and power. 
John J. Cornell was present, and was enabled 
to speak to the edification of those assembled 
upon the doctrine of Perfection. This was 
felt by Friends to be a valuable testimony, 
and a satisfactory exposition of the views of 


the Society on this great point of Christian — 


Doctrine. 

On Fourth-day afternoon, in the Men’s 
Meeting, the report of the Education Com- 
mittee was again presented, and, after consid- 
eration, was approved, except that the appro- 
priation asked for be raised by voluntary 
subscription instead of by quota. The com- 
mittee was continued in the service, A very 
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acceptable letter from our beloved aged Friend 
Sarah Hunt was read, and directed to be sent 
down with the Extracts. 
A report of the Temperance Committee 
was read and approved. 
An Epistle from Indiana Yearly Meeting 
was read. Then adjourned. 


In the Women’s Meeting, on the morning 
of the 29th, the Report of the Education 
Committee was laid before Friends. The 
Committee has deemed it wisest to strengthen 
the schools already established, rather than 
to found new schools. Friends do not appear 
to be so much interested in the subject as they 
should be, and the neglect of Friends’ schools 
has been believed to be a fruitful source of 
weakness in the Church. Wilson M. Tylor’s 
school at Easton, and the Chappaqua Moun- 
tain Institute are now doing good service with 
fair prospects for future usefulness. The 
Committee desire action on the part of indi- 
vidual meetings in raising endowment funds 
for the schools, and ask of the Yearly Meet- 
ing an appropriation of $800 for the use of 
the Committee in the furtherance of their 
work, 

The Report of the Temperance Committee 
was next read. This was a clear statement 
of the efforts made in the cause of Tempe- 
rance ou the part of the Committee, and was 
approved by the Yearly Meeting. The Com- 
mittee have in their hands an unexpended 
balance of $74.40. They ask a further ap- 
propriation of $100 to be used in furtherance 
of their efforts. The granting of this request 
was favored by the Women’s Meeting and the 
Committee was continued. 


D. F. W. believed individual effort, as well 
as combined effort, is needed in support of 
the temperance cause. The medicinal and 
culinary use of liquor is largely in the hands 
of women, and much responsibility rests upon 
them in regard to forming and fostering a 
taste fur that which is known to be so baneful 
in its effects. 

The Report of the Committee on the sub- 
ject of posture in the time of Public Prayer 
was then read and approved. 

The Report of the Committee on Change 
of Discipline was read and adopted by the 
meeting. Then adjourned. 


In the Men’s Meeting, on the afternoon of 
the 29th, the Report of the Committee on the 
Indian Concern was read and approved, and 
a small new committee of twelve appointed 
to act in conjunction with one of Women’s 
Meeting. The sum of $150 was appropriated 
for their use. 

The Report of the Committee on Treasu- 
rer’s Account was also read and approved. 

An Epistle to other Yearly Meetings was 


then read and adopted and directed to be 
forwarded. 

A committee was named to prepare the 
Extracts for publication, and the proceedings 
of the First-day School Association were di- 
rected to be published and forwarded with 
them to subordinate meetings. 

John J. Cornell, Samuel J. Levick, and 
Samuel F. Dickinson made appropriate re- 
marks upon the closing of the business of this 
meeting, and the voice of prayer and reve- 
rent thanksgiving closed the religious ser- 
vices of New York Yearly Meeting of 1884. 

The Women’s Meeting, on the afternoon of 
the 29th, received the Report of the Commit- 
tee on Books. It was stated that they have 
purchased a supply of various books which 
are believed to have value as exponents of 
the doctrines and testimonies of Friends, and 
they hold these for distribution according to 
the direction of the meeting. 

The Report of the Committee on the Indian 
Concern was then presented. Friends have 
been interested in the endeavor to ‘induce 
Congress to do some justice to the Indian by 
extending over that race the protection of 
just and equal law. The efforts of Friends 
have not as yet been successful, but the con- 
tinuance of these efforts is thought desirable. 
A small committee is recommended to stand 
as advocates of the rights of the red men, and 
to seek for an opportunity to benefit them. 

Deborah F. Wharton spoke briefly in re- 
gard to the education of Indian youth, and 
mentioned the establishment of a school for 
girls of that race in Philadelphia. She spoke 
feelingly of the many wrongs of the red man, 
and of our great obligations to him, express- 
ing a hope that there may still be a propor- 
tion of women Friends on the committee to 
stand on the watch tower, and see how aid 
and support can be given from our body on 
behalf of a wronged and suffering people. 

This led toa general expression on the 
part of the meeting, favoring the appointment 
of women on the new committee. 

Six women Friends were named for this 
service. 

The committee proposes to publish an ac- 
count of the whole work of our Society on 
behalf of the Indians since first called to the 
service by the United States authorities. 

The reading of Epistles, directed to the 
six corresponding Yearly Meetings, was the 
next business. These were all approved and 
directed to be forwarded. A Friend who had 
acted as Chairman of the Epistle Committee 
earnestly asked the attention of the meeting 
to the labor and haste required to prepare six 
different essays in the limited intervals of the 
Yearly Meeting, proposing that Friends con- 
sider whether it would not in future be in 
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A 
every way better to send one circular letter 


embodying the spirit of the meeting as fully 
as possible, and expressing such thoughts as 
may be deemed profitable to give forth. 
Though this concern was much in accordance 
with the feelings of many present, yet the 
responses to it were not favorable, many 
Friends believing that a separate salutation 
should be sent to every corresponding Yearly 
Meeting. 

The closing moments of this assembly were 
given to various religious exercises. There 
was much reverent acknowledgment of Di- 
vine favor. Gratitude and praise to the 
Master of Assemblies was the attitude of 
every heart in view of the happy completion 
of the work of this Yearly Meeting. 5S. R. 


(Our correspondent acknowledges obliga- 
tion to our friend Robert S. Haviland, Clerk 
of the Men’s Meeting, for the brief abstract 
of the order of business in that body.) 


CORRESPON DENCE. 

EsTEEMED Epirors:—As summer comes 
on numerous changes are wrought which to 
most people mark with more or less distinct- 
ness the annual round of time. In this part 
of the country, where there are four well- 
defined seasons in the year, there must be 
greater variety in modes of living and forms 
of work than where the climate is more nearly 
uniform, and this no doubt conduces to the 
thrift, enterprise and general prosperity of 
the people. Many are now leaving the cities 
for their summer Sones in the country. The 
schools and colleges where the young have 
been closely engaged in their various studies 
during the fall, winter and spring months are 
now closing for the summer vacation, and 
needed rest. 

Education in Baltimore has received a 
great impetus within the last few years by the 
aeons of the Johns Hopkins University. 

he influence is felt in other educational in- 
stitutions as well as among our people at 
large, as some of the most advanced scholars 
of the age are necessarily brought together 
here and their presence is an inspiration and 
help to both educators and pupils not directly 
connected with the University. 

Friends Elementary and High School is 
about to close successfully its twentieth year 
of usefulness as an institution of learning 
for both sexes. 

The Lombard Street First-day school suf- 
fered a severe shock in the death of its effi- 
cient Superintendent, Lydia C. Stabler, who 
had so oe presided over it. 
taneously with this event the time seemed to 
have arrived for the school to come directly 


under the care of the Monthly Meeting; ao, 
cordingly a committee was appointed to haye 
oversight of it; and with a new Superintep. 
dent and valuable’ additions to the old eg» 
of teachers the’ size of the school and 
general interest in it has been well maintained, 
with a marked increase in the attendance of 
meetings on the part of the pupils. 

The Mission Sewing School for poor girls, 
under the Superintendency of Martha § 
Townsend, which met once a week in Lom. 


bard Street Meeting-house during the winter | 


months, closed a few weeks since for the 
summer. This school was started nearly 
twenty years ago, and has probably never 
had a more successful year than the one just 
closed. They have fourteen officers and 
teachers, and eighty-four children enrolled, 
the average attendance being very good. One 
of the best features in this school is that the 
teachers often visit the children in their 
homes and give them and their parents words 
of encouragement, and occasionally more 
material aid. 

The First-day Afternoon Mission School is 
made up of both boys and girls, and, like the 
former, they are drawn from the alleys and 
poorer streets within reach of the school. Both 
of these schools are an outgrowth of the First- 
day School movement and were quietly started 
and have been carried on mainly by some of 
our younger members who felt the call to 
engage in such work, and although the duties 
thus undertaken are sometimes arduous, they 
no doubt feel the reward of peace attending 
their labors of love. The manual training 
and moral and religious lessons taught these 
children will all go with them, more or less, 
through life, and who can tell the good that 
may result from the impressions thus made. 
While this work has very properly been car- 
ried on principally by our younger members, 
it is but just to add that they have had the 
sympathy and encouragement of our older 

riends. 

In 1781 the first Friends Meeting-house 
was opened in Baltimore, east of Jones’ Falls, 
About twenty years later so many Fricnds 
had moved to what was then the western part 
of the city, that it was found nen to 
build a house on west Lombard street. This 
was for many years in the midst of a large 
neighborhood of Friends. But eighty years 
have now elapsed, and many changes have 
taken place; nearly all the Friends have 
moved further up town to the north and west 
of the old locality, and the ‘necessities of 
trade and manufactories have so crowded 
around the site of the present meeting-house 


But simul- | that it is not now a fit place for the uses for 


which it has so long been held. A committee 
has therefore been appointed by the Monthly 
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Meeting to consider the subject of selling the 
Lombard street property and securing @ lot 
in the northwestern section of the city on 
which to build a house that will accommo- 
date Friends of the present day as the old 
one has done for so many years in the past. 
The co-operation of the Yearly Meeting is 
necessary in this movement as the property 
is held for the joint use of it aud the Monthly 
eting. 
MThow interested especially in the cause of 
ce and the settling of difficulties by arbi- 
tration held a meeting in Lombard street 
Meeting-house last First-day afternoon, the 
95th inst. Although not largely attended it 
was an interesting occasion. .Addresses were 
delivered by some who were on their way 
to attend the eighteenth annual meeting of 
the Universal Peace Union to be held in 
Friends Meeting-house, Washington, on the 
96th and 27th insts. Friends very early saw 
the propriety of settling differences by arbi- 
tration, and have long practiced it. The 
principle appears to be extending, which must 
be gratifying to all philanthropists. E. B. 
Baltimore, Fifth mo. 26th, 1884. 





LOCAL INFORMATION, 


Buck’s Quarterly Meeting, held at Buck- 
ingham, Fifth month 29th, 1884, was a very 
large gathering of Friends and friendly peo- 
ple, the large house being entirely filled, up 
stairs and down. There were no ministers 
from other Quarterly Meetings. The meeting 
for worship was occupied ty several speakers, 
members of four of the Monthly Meetings, 
and it held for over two hours. 

In the business meeting, the representatives 
all answered except three, and those who had 
been appointed to attend the late Yearly 
Meeting, reported that all had attended. 

The subject brought up from Bristol Month- 
ly Meeting, and laid over from last quarter, 
in regard to an alteration in the discipline, 
in relation to absence and non-attendance of 
meetings was, with a subject of the same 
import, (but in different language) brought 
up from Makefield Monthly Mocing, referred 
to a joint committee for consideration. 

The Committee on the subiect of Temper- 
ance, made an interesting report of their 
labors for the past year, which was approved 
and the committee continued, with the addi- 
tion of a few more friends, to labor therein as 
~~ opens. 

he committee in regard to the attendance 
of our meetings was released and that matter 
referred to the especial care of each of the 
Monthly Meetings. 

A copy of the extracts from the minutes of 
the late Yearly Meeting was received and the 
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necessary attention given to the financial part 
thereof. 

As the meeting had beep in session over 
four hours, the further consideration of mat- 
ters in the extracts was referred to the espe- 
cial attention of Monthly Meetings and indi- 
vidual members. I, Eyre. 

Newtown, Fifth month 30th, 1884, 





FarrFAX QUARTERLY MEETING CoNFER- 
ENCE.—The concern for the present state and 
welfare of our Society which was manifested 
in the late Yearly Meeting of Baltimore, and 
resulted in the appointment of a committee 
upon the subject, has been shown to have a 
wide-spread hold on our membership by the 
numerous calls for conferences with the com- 
mittee in most of its constituent branches. 
In response to such calls many of the com- 
mittee have met, with the members of several 
of the meetings and conferred familiarly re- 
specting the conditions that have been found 
to exist in their respective circles, and the 
poe and experiences of the individual mem- 

ers. 

A succession of such appointments was 
made at Hopewell, Ridge and Winchester on 
the 18th, 20th, and 21st, it being the time of 
Fairfax Quarterly Meeting, at Hopewell. 
Several of the committee were in attendance, 
and apparently contributed much to the en- 
couragement and strength of the members of 
those meetings as expressed in a minute of 
the Quarterly Meeting. They also certainly 
received in return a full recompense for all 
their effort to matually contribute to a higher 
appreciation of intelligent religious convic- 
tion, grounded in and springing out of the 
innate forces of each individual soul. The 
mutual need of more individual zeal and 
faithfulness for the welfare of our Society, 
and of Society effort for the benefit of the 
individual, were canvassed from the various 
standpoints that these subjects assume in dif- 
ferent minds, and while views did not always 
agree the greatest of unanimity of spirit and 
a prevailed, with a marked intent on 

earing the experiences and opinions of those 
not usually heard in public, as well as those 
recognized as our leading speakers. The one 
impressive thought above others, respecting 
these meetings, is this: that they continually 
manifest the fact that there is a vast amount 
of valuable silent thought always present 
that might be made to contribute to the gen- 
eral good and the life and interest of the 
meeting. These meetings were well attended 
and the greatest interest manifested. 

At the Ridge, when a nearly three-hour 
session was over, all seemed surprised at the 
lapse of time,—the children giving a most 
interested attention throughout. The thought 
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of discontinuing this meeting, though small, 
seemed to take but little hold on the members. 
A broad field was presented in reviewing the 
many individual helps from an experienced 
standpoint. Social effort, under which comes 
meeting for worship ; relying on Divine aid ; 
the need of greater knowledge and import- 
ance of bringing every question respecting 
our life work to an inward test; the proper 
use of right kind of literature; presenting 
our principles in more simplified forms, espe- 
cially to the young; keeping close to the 
children in both sympathy and understanding, 
were subjects spoken of with much feeling 
and wide range of thought. The question 
arose, as to whether the disease producing 
apparent weakness in our Society, is due to 
organic or specific causes. One Friend thought 
that much of it was caused by the overdue 
importance attached to some single idea or 
principle, thus narrowing the needed scope of 
our development, mentioning for example, 
the placing of such an implicit reliance on 
the paramount principle of Divine revelation 
to each individual mind, that we have in a 
great degree neglected the educational work. 
The direction of the committee work has 
been largely to enter into a wide range of 
discussion of the vital questions bearing upon 
our best life work without proposing to arrive 
at fixed conclusions in the body respecting 
disputed or non-essential points, but to stir up 
investigation, relying on the merits of the 
truth itself to be appreciated and loved, when 
it comes in a form and at a proper time to 
appeal to the understanding. Under an in- 
telligent investigation should there not come 
the conviction that social meetings are needed 
to accomplish the highest good in all of our 
pur of life? Our motto should be in 
these, “ let us help one another.” S. P. B. 
Baltimore, Fifth month 25th, 1884. 
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PHILAD’A, SIXTH MONTH 7th, 1884. 
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A Revrew.—In this number we give a 
brief abstract of the proceedings of New 
York Yearly Meeting, which was held from 
the 26th to the 29th of Fifth month, inclu- 
sive. It was an occasion of much serious 
interest, valuable both as a social and a relig- 
ious opportunity. 

It is not too much to say that a loving, 
harmonious spirit prevailed, and that those 
who went up to the solemn convocation found 
it good for them to be there. No important 
or radical step forward was taken, but there 
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was a general peaceful progress. This 
of Friends is resolutely advancing the cause 
of education, laboring faithfully for tem. 
perance, striving to elevate the standard 
of a dedecated spirituality everywhere, and 
assiduously cultivating those sentiments, of 
love and good will, which are ever the badge 
of true discipleship. 

The net loss in the membership of 20, in. 


dicates that there is need of energy of action, } 


as well as of deep searching of heart as to 
the causes of the decadence which has taken 
the place of growth in this part of our heri- 
tage. Quakerism is far less aggressive than 
of yore, and the results of the policy of the 
present and of the near past are sufficiently 
evident. How shall it live again in true vigor 
and growth? 

We may ask if all who are truly convinced 
of the rectitude of the principles which were 
landmarks to our faithful fathers are con- 
cerned to dedicate their talents and energies 
to the advocacy of spiritual truth and pure 
ethics ; and if faithful testimony bearing is 
as plain and pronounced as it ought to be in 
this Society ? 


True vitality always implies growth, and | 


certainly there is enough need for us to day 
to rouse our zeal to healthful activity. Let 
us look well to our status in these things and 
try once more to discern what we lack in duty 
fulfilled, and whether we have powers mis- 
applied that ought to be rebuilding the walls 
of Zion. 

Mortal life is brief, and if we are careful 
to misapply none of its golden moments, to 
use all its opportunities, to neglect no vant- 
age ground, keeping the eye of the church 
steady to the guiding and reproving light of 
the Infinite Wisdom, shall we yet continue to 
moan in sorrow. “Our Fathers, where are 
they and the Prophets, do they live forever. ?” 

We devoutly believe there is abundant 
work to-day in the vineyard of the Lord, and 
that the cry still is from many a neglected 
spot—.“ Come over and help us.” 





FormALIsM.—Every religious belief has 
adherents who are deeply and earnestly in- 
terested in the spirit and also in the form of 
their profession ; as well as a class whose 
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thoughts scarcely lift them above the cere- 
monies and therefore not into that spiritual 
atmosphere which more or less surrounds and 

eates every form by which men worship 
God. We, who profess to need no outward 
services, no ceremonials, neither priest nor 
book, may have also the two classes, and as 
we sit together in silence we may or may not 
be worshiping “in spirit and in truth;” we 


% may be mere formalists, sitting in the out- 


ward quiet and in spiritual stupor, or with 
hearts uplifted we may commune with the 
Highest and receive his unuttered word. To 
us may the earnest evtreaty be repeated, “ be 
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of God.” To 
draw the mind into that quiet and receptive 
state in which it may be renewed by the 
overshadowing of the Divine is to perform 
the ideal Quaker worship ; and the seasons in 
which we are conscious of this precious com- 
munion, when we partake of the bread of life 
and are sharers in the heavenly feast are the 
true Sabbaths, the real days of the Lord. 
How conscious we are at times of the poverty 
of our own resources, how our natural limits 
shut us in, until the Spirit, soaring above the 
natural, opens the way to unseen treasures ; 
then the eyes which were blind may see that 
this is “the way of holiness,” and that this 
path is the highway upon which it is the 
privilege of all those who live the spiritual 
life, to walk. If our spiritual sense has been 
quickened, if we have access to this “ holy of 
holies,” our assembling together for Divine 
worship will not be in dead formality but in 
living faith ; and the thoughts which do not 
find verbal expression, as well as those which 
do, will be found to be in the “ wisdom and 
the power of God.” 








DIED. 

BARNES.—On Third-day evening, Fifth 
mo. 27th, 1884, at the residence of her son-in- 
law, Allen Middleton, Catharine B. Barnes, 
weed 91; a member of Green Street Monthly 

eeting. 

BARBER.—On Fifth mo. 28th, 1884, at his 
residence, Philadelphia, Samuel C. Barber, in 
his 69th year ; amember of Green Street Month- 
ly Meeting. 

JACKSON.—On Sixth month 2d, 1884, in 
Philadelphia, Hattie H., wife of Joseph T. 
Jackson, in her 24th year. 
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SPEAKMAN.—On Fifth mo. 30th, 1884, at 

er home in Darby township, Delaware co., 
Pa., after an illness of several years’ duration, 
Hannah E., wife of Thomas H. Speakman; a 
member of Philadelphia Monthly Meeting. 


WALTON.—At the residence of her son, 
Allen Walton, Hummelstown, Pa., Eliza, 
widow of John T. Walton, in her 73d year; 
formerly of Philadelphia. 


WALTON.—On Fifth month 19th, 1884, 
Charles Walton, of Trenton, N. J., in his 72d 
year ; a member of Chesterfield Monthly Meet- 
ing, and Trenton Particular Meeting. 


MODERATION. 
Read at Race Street Conference, Fifth month 25th, 1884, 
by Thos. H. Speakman, 

Are Friends careful to live within the 
bounds of their circumstances and to keep to 
moderation in their trade or business ? 

So much have many of the testimonies of 
Friends become a matter of mere tradition, 
by being put in the form of queries, which 
are periodically read and answered year after 
year and generation after generation, in a 
formal way, with little or no attempt to en- 
large, modernize or extend them, or appl 
them to the practical life of to-day, that much 
of their beauty and value often go unappre- 
ciated. This is especially so as to the first two 
lines of our Seventh Query, before quoted. 

While our most renowned philosophers 
and political economists are racking their 
brains and publishing volumes in the vain 
attempt to elucidate some plan for a more 
equal distribution of wealth, harmonizing the 
relations between labor and capital, prevent- 
ing financial panics and failures, and the dis- 
tress to many which follow in their train, 
and similar questions, we find in this simple 
testimony adopted by Friends as part of their 
religious creed, so to speak, over a hundred 
years ago, perhaps, when intelligently con- 
sidered and carried out, a simple and practi- 
cal solution of the whole difficulty. 

Individuals are the units of which commu- 
nities are made up, and it does not seem ever 
to have occurred to writers on these subjects 
that if individual conduct were right, there 
could be nothing wrong in the aggregation of 
individuals which make up society at large. 
So obvious is it that there would be practi- 
cally an end to all these troubles if all men 
would but, in a reasonable degree, live up to 
this simple testimony of Friends, that we need 
hardly pause to argue that proposition; but 
taking that for granted, we are rather to con- 
sider why it is that a rule of conduct, the 
benefits of which are, or ought to be, so 
obvious to every one, is so habitually and 
entirely disregarded? The most terse and 
expressive answer is, that it is from a want of 
plain sense, or the application of plain sense 
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to practical life. In other words, it may be 
said to be for the want of a higher degree of 
mental and moral education, culture, and 
refinement. Or again, in still other terms, it 
may be said to be for the want of a more 
thorough knowledge of the nature of the 
Divine government of the world, and the 
means of attaining the highest degree of hu- 
man happiness. 

But before proceeding to consider the sub- 
ject generally, let us refer to one aspect in 
which the query seems to need enlargement. 
It reads, “Are Friends careful to live within 
the bounds of their circumstances?” The 
inhibition does not extend to any degree of 
extravagance and folly in living, however 
great, provided it is within the bounds of 
one’s circumstances. In this particular the 
testimony ought obviously to be extended to 
inculeate moderation in living irrespective of 
means, as true propriety would especially 
impose it upon those who have the means to 
do otherwise, to set an example of moderation 
as to style and expense of living. 

To look at the subject in a common sense 
way it would seem to be unaccountably 
strange that men should be willing so far to 
sacrifice their ease, bodily comfort, and men- 
tal quietude, as to slavishly devote the whole 
or greater part of their lives to the accumula- 


tion of wealth, wholly beyond, and apparently 
without reference to any possible use they 
can put it to in the way of increasing the real 


comforts and enjoyments of life. It would 
seem as though men confidently expected to 
carry their accumulations with them beyond 
the grave and for alltime. The fallacy of this 


is appropriately expressed by Shakespeare in 
the following lines: 


“If thou art rich, thou art poor; 
For, like an ass, whose back with ingots bows, 
Thou bearest thy heavy riches but a journey, 
And death unloads thee!’’ 

We must not, however, overlook the fact 
that we have bodies that must be fed and 
clothed, and that we need houses to live in, 
etc., and that to have the leisure and ease 
necessary for the more ‘enjoyable work of 
mental culture, these wants should be sup- 
plied with a degree of liberality ; and also 
that it is desirable that each generation should 
supply something of a start for the succeeding 
one. To these ends, industry, perseverance, 
and above all, economy, are to be conrmended, 
especially on the part of beginners in life. 

Few persons, however, seem to regard mo- 
ney as a means, and only a means, to any 
particular end. To get and accumulate to 
an indefinite amount, each one striving to 
excel his neighbors, seems to be the only end 
that is thought of; the one ambition appa- 
rently being to see who can have the heaviest 
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load to be relieved of by death. One 

this course because another does, and it bg 
comes, as it were, the life-struggle of all, 
| Few ever stop to inquire whether it is wise 
not, or whether money ought not to be mm 
garded as a means rather than as an end, and 
whether in that view there may not possibly 
be such a thing as enough,—as much ag gap 
be used to any real advantage to the possesgo, 

Beyond the reasonable supply of the need 
before mentioned, what is the use of wealth} 
So universal is the greed for its possessj 
and so little do men generally realize any 
other thought than that of unceasing accumy. 
lation, that this may seem a strange question; 
but it is nevertheless a pertinent question, 
Suppose it to be used for no other purpog 
than that of merely hoarding, what real good 
does it in such case do its possessor? There 
is a certain sense of power and importance 
attached to its possession, and it excites the 
envy of others, but is there anything in al} 
this of any value to a man of properly consti. 
tuted mind? 

The power conferred by superabundant 
wealth can be used for no purpose beneficial 
to the owner, in the ordinary sense, unless it 
be beneficial to obtain still more wealth. The 
importance that it gives, and the envy it may 
excite in the eyes of others, is not a thing in 
which any right minded man can find happi- 
ness. There is, however, one use that super. 
abundant wealth cau be put to that will 
bring a satisfactory return, and that is to give 
it away, or use it for the general good; but 
since its accumulation has very usually been 
at a sacrifice of the fair rights of others, it is 
obviously better, in such case, never to have 
acquired it. 

t us next consider whether wealth is of 
any real value to its possessor when used, ag 
it very commonly is, for the purpose of mak- 
ing a display. The appetite or propensity 
catered to in this case is of no more worth, 
or capable of bringing true happiness, than 
in the case of mere hoarding. It gives a 
feeling of self-importance, and inspires look 
ers-on, who know no better, with a kind of 
reverence that still further feeds vanity, and 
brings a sort of self-satisfaction ; but it is not 
the satisfaction cherished by a truly culti- 
vated mind. It does not bring true self-re 
spect, or the genuine respect, esteem and love 
of others. And moreover display as an exhi- 
bition of wealth is constantly alloyed and 
degraded by the acts of those who practice it 
upon credit, or the money of others, havin 
little or none themselves. It is, in short, 
vanity and vexation of spirit. 

But besides bringing no positive good, 
wealth used for purposes of display is attended ” 
with positive evils, appreciable to all traly 
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‘tive minds. The man of wealth, who 
ig to make a display, most likely has 
r relatives, who may not have the means 

af enjoying the ordinary comforts and conve- 
niences of life, much less the ability to make 
q corresponding display. Or, if he do not 
have poor relatives, he certainly has poor 
friends and neighbors, and toward these the 
display of his riches is shockingly unrefined, 
unbecoming, inconsiderate, and in bad taste. 
And this brings us to another very impor- 


Kiant consideration connected with the accu- 


mulation of superabundant riches, and that 
is the bad effect upon one’s children and de- 
scendants. It is a law of nature, or in other 
words, @ Divine law, that the means of sup- 
plying our needs in this life are only to be 

uired by labor—the labor of ourselves, or 
of others for us. 

In a community the individuals composing 
which are all under proper self-control, and 
their labors directed only to proper and bene- 
ficial’ends, the amount of labor required 
would not be more than is necessary to health 
of body and health of mind. The necessity 
for this labor is the stimulus to healthful ex- 
ertion provided by nature’s laws, and these 
laws are not to be disregarded or set at naught 
with impunity. The undue accumulation of 
property by parents and its descent to, or 
bestowal upon their children, is a violation of 
this law, and the penalty of it is sure to come, 
either in the dissipation or the idleness and 
consequent enervation that ensue. The de- 
scendants rarely fail to reach the bottom of 
the ladder later than the second or third 
generation. 

A further most serious evil of the prevail- 
ing custom is the great mental strain and 
anxiety incident to the uncertainties of efforts 
to become quickly rich, or to make a display 
beyond one’s legitimate means. This mental 
strain often results in death, under the decep- 
tive name. of fever of some sort, and not un- 
frequently in suicide. Though these results 
are as often attributable to the folly of the vic- 
tim himself, it not unfrequently happens that 
wives and children, clamorous for style, are 
thoughtlessly the means, to use no harsher 

age, of making themselves widows and 
orphans. 
he important question arises, What is to 
be done about it, or what is the remedy by 
which a better state of things in these respects 
is to be brought about? Individual men 
have only to conform to the spirit of this 
query to insure themselves against danger 
financial failures and revulsions, and to 
enjoy lives of comparative ease, mental quie- 
tude and happiness. It must be admitted 
that to resist the all-engulphing current of 


. fishion is not an easy thing. It requires a 
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degree of moral courage and independence 
that few seem to possess, but which all may, 
nevertheless, cultivate if they will. The su- 
perficial admiration of others, the thing 
sought by doing as they do, or conforming to 
fashion, is a very deceptive and unsatisfactory 
thing when carefully analyzed. It is to ad- 
mire us for our fine clothes, our fine houses 
and fine style of living. It is not genuine 
respect and esteem for ourselves or our per- 
sonal qualities, a ‘thing really to be desired, 
and to deserve and receive which we will find 
the first requisite is to be able thoroughly to 
respect ourselves. 

As to the rage for wealth and display by 
which the general community is crazed, the 
true remedy is also to be found in individual 
action. That also is inspired by a thirst for 
unthinking popular admiration and applause. 
This, of course, is made up of individual ad- 
miration and applause, and this, and this 
only, is the food that sustains it. Let indi- 
viduals sternly withhold the false reverence 
they are accustomed to pay to men of wealth, 
or those, whether wealthy or not, who main- 
tain the appearance of being so, and the evil 
will soon be remedied. Men frequently ob- 
tain wealth beyond their needs by one species 
or another of extortion and wrong upon their 
fellows, and instead of being honored should 
rather be regarded with an opposite feeling. 
In the language of Tupper, in his Proverbial 
Philosophy, “ He that hath more than enough 
is a thief of the rights of his brother.” When 
men, whether wealthy or not, seek by their 
extravagance to dazzle the eyes and extort 
the admiration of others, they simply show 
their lack of good breeding, and merit con- 
tempt rather than admiration. Popular 
opinion is the lever by which the evil is to be 
overcome, and as that is made up of individ- 
ual opinion, each one has so far the remedy 
in his own hands, and can in the meantime 
enjoy the supreme satisfaction of ceasing to 
envy either the riches or the grandeur of 
others. 





WE cannot say how far it is right or agree- 
able with God’s will, while men are perishing 
around us, while grief, and pain, and wrath, 
and impiety, and death are working wildly 
everywhere, and the cry of blood going up to 
Heaven, that any of us should take hand 
from the plough ; but this we know, that there 
will come a time when the service of God 
shall be the beholding of Him; there will 
come a day when, with the evangelists on the 
crystal and stable sea, all the creatures of 
God shall be full of eyes within, and there 
shall be “no more curse ;” but His servants 
shall serve Him, and shall see His face.—John 
Ruskin. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS OF ISOLL 


PREPARATIVE MEETINGS, ENGLAND, FROM 
1699 to 1780. 
(Concluded from page 210.) 

Another of these condensed minutes is on 

“Ye 16th of ye Third Month, 1760.—The 
Queries, both Quarter Meeting’s and Yearly’s 
read and answered the sufrings read and 
aproved, and what other business was thought 
needful.” 

In their testimonies of disownments very 
strong language is used. In one, for drink- 
ing, it appears that much pains was taken 
with him, from the words, “severall of us 
who have laboured with him.” 

“These may certifie all whom it may con- 
cern that whereas William ——, of Low 
Ireby, in the county of Cumberland, hath for 
divers years past made profession of ye truth, 
and essembled himselfe amongst ye people 
caled Quakers, yet for want of true watchfull- 
ness against ye enemy he hath maney times 
of late given way to a loose, libertine spirit 
in a profuse way of living by tipling and 
drinking at inns or alehouses untill he 
hath been frequently drunk, and abused him- 
selfe with liquor to ye wasting of his sub- 
stance, scandall to himselfe, and dishonour to 
his profession, notwithstanding he hath often 
been ffriendly advised to forbear such indesent 
practices by severall of us, who have laboured 
with him for amendment of such his tipling 
and excessive drinking, yet he persists, or re- 
jects our advice, and grows worse, and no ap- 
pearance of amendments. We therefore, for 
such his lavish way of living, excess in drink- 
ing, often intoxicating himselfe, and rejecting 


our advice, to ye dishonour of truth and his |. 


profession, do testify against him and his 
eragularities, and have no unity with him, 
desiring he may come to repentance and 
amendment of life, and guard against such 
lustfull practices and untruth-like accounts.— 
Signed on behalf of our Monthly. Meeting 
held at Pardshaw Cragg, 19th day of First 
Month, 1727-8, by John Wilson.” 

There are many interesting minutes that I 
place under the head of “Money.” I am 
much struck with the great exactness shown 
in entering the payments and balancing their 
accounts; with the wonderful difference in 
the value of money in those days, as com- 
pared with the present time; and with the 
number of times Friends were then called 
upon to subscribe to new meeting-houses. 

First, a few examples showing the value of 
money then : 


“Ye 19th of ye Fourth Month, 1709.— 
Colected in this quarter £00 09s. 00d. 

“ At s* meeting it was then agreed upon, to 
and with ye consent of her Father, William 
Bouch y‘ Margaret Bouch, his daughter, 
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shall dress and keepe ye meeting-house, jy 
gether w" ye stable and ye loft above it; clea, 
and in order, as also ye nettles and ye troubell. 
som weeds in ye buriing-place taken away | 
and for soo doing this meeting doth grant ang 
allow tow shillings a year—y'* is to say, six, 
pence a quarter, to be payed quarterly, ag this 
preparative meeting this day have agreed, 


8. d. 
Stock in John Scott’s hand...... 5 6 


Expended of ye s* sume paid for mossing x, 


the meeting-house........+. eeseseee seseesees 3 ‘ 
For a cart lode of slate, and carrage......... 24 


5 
Stock remaining in John Scott’s hands... 4 4 
Paid out for book yt was not sold............ 14 
3 2 


Paid now for cleaning ye meeting-house 

ON stable........0ccccces0s000 soveccovesnesessoeed 6 
(Does not say WhAE SOP) ....eeeereeeeecereeesseees 0 6 
Remains in stock 2s. 2d.” 

This little balance seems to have lasted, 
year, and if some meetings envy getting the 
cleaning done at sixpence a quarter, they who 
live where new meeting-houses have bee 
built would like the cost of conveyance to be 
somewhat after the quotation which follows; 
‘© Ye 20th of Sixth Month, 1710.—Collected 

for ye repairing of ye meeting-house 
and other necessaries—our own meet- s, 4, 
i 114 


SOOO ORE EEEEEOR EEE EEEEEEEEE EEE H ESTEE EES ESO EEE TED 


137 
Paid for making of new conveyance of ye 
meeting-house and buriall ground..... 40 


Stock remaining in Daniel Dickenson’s 
hand 


I come uext to the history of a legacy of 
one pound which it — to have taken ten 
years to obtain, and a 

out in books ! 

“Ye 12th of ye Twelfth Month, 1712.—No 
collection to be made in ye ensuing month for 
ye supplying of poor, &c., this quarter.” (I 
wonder if this minute was in anticipation of 
at once receiving the legacy !) 

“This day report was made by ——” (I 
omit the name), “ of High Bard House, Exe¢ 
to his brother Jonathan ——, late of Lowes 
water, deceased, y® s* Jonathan have left to 
this meeting ye summe of one pound w* is in 
ye exec™ hands and may be called for when 
ye meeting thinks convenient.” 

There is no record how often it was called 
for, and I find no further record for eight 
years, when in 


“14th of Eighth Month, 1720.—W. Adcock 
to speake to John —— to see if he will pay 
the money.” 


Another year and a half brings us to the 
end of the matter. 





ter all had to be taken 
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a 
4 15th of ye Second Month, 1722.—P’suant 
to a minute made 12th of Twelfth Month, 
1712, upon a legace left by Jonathan —— to 
this meeting, and by a latter contract of this 
meeting with s° Jonathan’s exec" John—, 
to take ye s* legace of one pound in ye first 
volume in folio of Thomas Ellwood history of 
ye old and new Testament, w" s* books ye 
said, John —— have sent for and brought 
and offered to this meeting, and this meeting 
doth accept of the s* books in full satisfaction 

* of y's* legace. Agreed yt ye s* John —— to 
have ye comfit of st book as others of ye 

ting.” 

"| qreatly enjoy this minute, though ‘it 

uzzles me; it speaks “of ye first volume,” 
then speaks twice of “ books,’ and returns at 
the end to ‘‘s* book.” What a beautiful ex- 
ample of patience to be ten pees looking 
after the one pound, then to take said book ; 
and surely they were good Christians to let 
« John —— have ye comfort of s* book as 
others of ye meeting.” 

Now for some of the collections for meet- 
ing-houses : 

“Ye 2ist of ye Fourth Month, 1719.— 
Then collected for and towards the rebuilding 
or enlarging of a meeting-house at Cocker- 
mouth for more publick service than formerly, 
ye sume of 18s, 6d.” 

“Ye 19th of Second Month, 1724.—Some- 
time heretofore it hath been under the conside- 
ration of our Quarterly Meeting to build a 
meeting-house in ye town of Whitehaven at 
ye publick charge of ye county, it was y'fore 
recommended to p’ticular meetings in ye 
county to subscribe in each meeting w" ye 
were willing to advance towards ye building 
of such an house w" subscription some time 
since was made in this meeting, and this day 
ordered to be colected this day tow weeks and 
p’ in to some of ye “ (not legible)” of ye work 
which is as followeth.” 

(In the book all are entered one under the 
other, but to save space I copy them in rows.) 
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NE ccna snskicedanee 
Joseph Fisher..............0000sceees 
i ann cocutens 
James Dickenson...........0000000: 
ce wa sicecapecnsees 
Mary Allison......... ; 

Jonathan Turner.. 
apnea ne 
acne sa cides isacesee 
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The National Stock is mentioned in 1709: 


“Collected ye 18th of ye Seventh Month, 
+, towards the National Stock att our 
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meeting-house at Bowaldoth, ye summe of 
one pound.” 

As an old Ackworth scholar, I was much 
interested to find this entry : 


“The 19th of the Ninth Month, 1779.— 
Subscribed for the use of Ackworth Scholl, 
in Yorkshire, seven shillings and sixpence.” 

In the earlier volume I think more than 
half the book is occupied with a record of 
those who borrowed books and when they 
were to be returned. It is curious to note the 
early editions of some works well known to 
us now: 


“21st of Ninth Month, 1708.—At s* meets 
John Scott w" G. Fox Docktrivell book, and 
to keep it to ye next p.parative m*.” 

“Ye 18th of Fourth Month, 1710.—This 
meeting agrees to take one of George Fox’s 
journals in two parts, and pay for y° s* books 
at ye public charge of ye meeting.” 

I think in our own Monthly Meeting the 
next minute would have been made shorter : 

“Ye 20th of ye Sixth Month, 1710.—James 
Hudson rec’ ye first part of G. Fox new 
journals, and Daniell Dhemen ye 2"¢ part, 
each keepe them one month and then to 
change; first for ye second and ye second for 
ye first ye next month, and so others to con- 
tinue the like practice.” 

“Ye 16th of Seventh Month, 1716.—Isoll 
meeting and Cockermouth have joyned of 
James Naylor’s Journall equell betwixt ye 
meetings and payed for it likewise ye day 
above s*.”’ 

This partnership, like many others, does 
not seem to have answered : 

“Ye 21st of ye Second Month, 1717.—The 
min‘ drawn ye 16th of ye Seventh Month, 
1716, ye Isoll meeting and Cockermouth 
meeting have joyned of equality of James 
Naylor journall this day Isoll meeting have 
purchased Cockermouth meeting halfe to 
themselves and paid it by ye hand of John 
Scott.” 

“Ye 20th of Ninth Month, 1717.—Frds 
y’ have publick books are desired to bring 
them in on First-day next, y‘ they may be 
disposed of to others.” 

“Ye 14th of Twelfth Month, 1724.—The 
proposal for ye printing ye works of our 
worthy frd W" Penn read and ye answer 
yrof suspended until ye next pparative meet- 
ing, whether ye s* meeting will subscribe for 
one of s* books or not.” 

“ 21st of ye First Month, 1725.—This meet- 
ing have agreed to take one of our worthy 
frd W™ Penn’s works in two books into this 
meeting.’ 

“Ye 18th of ye Eighth Month, 1734.— 
Proposals being made for reprinting Robert 
Barclay Apologe friends are desired to con- 


Se ete ne nen enaniatansn tania one 








270 


FRIENDS’ 


sider before next preparative meeting how 
many they will take.” 

I find no record how many they did take. 

“Ye 20th of ye Twelfth Month, 1761.— 
Four of Barclay’s Catichsimens subscribed 
for.” 

“Ye 2ist of ye Ninth Month, 1742.—Its 
ordered that a colection be made for books 
and several other things.” 

I fear my paper is getting too long, and I 
can only transcribe a few minutes under the 
head of sundries. I only find the record of 
one Friend traveling in the ministry : 

“Ye 17th of ye Seventh Month, 1765.— 
Mary Simpson laid before this meeting her 
intention to visit Friends in Scotland, and 
hath her liberty to lay her s* intention before 
the Month Meeting.” 

She also appears to have visited Ireland in 
1770, south and west of England in 1771, 
and Scotland in 1775. 


It is very interesting to see how the meet- 
ing cared for the wants of their individual 
members in many ways: : ; 

“ Ye 19th of Seventh Month, 1725.—James 
Dickinson offered to this meeting to be pro- 
posed to ye Mo’ Meet* for order sake y‘ he 
wants an apprentice to a shoemaker ”—and 
the minute, without any stop, goes on— 
“whereas it appears to this meeting y‘ this 
p-parative meets book is nearly all writ w" ye 
concerns of this meeting, y‘fore this meeting 
ordered John Scott to prepare a new book 
ag ye next p.parative, y' ye service of ye 
meeting may be continued in its ancient 
course and method.” 

I think I have now given enough extracts ; 
they throw a good deal of light on the habits 
of our Friends in an early day in a portion 
of England where many worthy Friends in 
very humble circumstances lived, and where 
our Society greatly multiplied—Friends,whose 
memory is still very dear to not a few who 
through their faithfulness inherit many of 
our religious privileges.—Friends’ Quarterly 
Examiner. Witiiam Taycor. 

Middlesbro’-on- Tees. 





THE LITTLE SHOP. 


It is time that notice should be taken of 
the work done as well as of the place taken 
by our small shops. The “big concerns” do 
not monopolize all the skill and mechanical 
capability in the country. They may profess 
to do the best work and produce the best re- 
sults, because they are furnished with the best 
tools. But they do not monopolize all the 
mechanical skill, nor collect all the best work- 
men. Many of the best manipulators, and a 


very large proportion of the most exact me- | 
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chanics, are in the little shops; content ma 
be, to be the foremen, when in a big shop th 
would be only first-class workmen. The 
shop men are valuable in any shop Where 
mechanics, rather than operatives, are te 
quired, because they are generally “men at, 
pinch,” “expediency men,” and generally ey, 
cellent workmen. 

The proprietor of a large manufactur 
establishment, building fine tools of a partic, 


lar character, claims that his best men Com ‘ 


from small shops where makeshifts and gop, 
trivances are the rule. ‘“ Such men,” he sq 
“can make the shop hum ” by their method 
It is very convenient to have a shop full of 
adapted tools, but it is also convenient to hay 
in the shop graduates from “the little shop” 
who can contrive as well as tend a machine — 
Scientific American. 





THE WATERED LILIES. 
2 Cor. iv, 7, and Prov. xi, 25. 


The Master stood in His garden, 
Among the lilies fair, 

Which His own right hand had planted 
And trained with the tend’ rest care, 


He looked at their snowy blossoms 
And marked with observant eye, 
That His flowers were sadly drooping, 
For their leaves were parched and dry, 


My lilies need to be watered, 
The Heavenly Master said ; 
Wherein shall I draw it for them, 
And raise each drooping head? 


Close to His feet in the pathway, 
eer and frail and small, 

An earthen vessel was lying, 
Which seemed of no use at all. 


But the Master saw and raised it 
From the dust in which it lay, 

And smiled as He gently whispered, 
This shall do my work to-day. 


So to the fountain He took it, 
And filled it full to the brim ; 
Howjglad was the earthen vessel 

To be of some use to Him! 


He watered the drooping lilies 
Until they we oa again ; 

And the Master saw with pleasure 
That His labor had not been in vain. 


His own hand had drawn the water 
Which refreshed the thirsty flow’rs; 
But He used the earthen vessel 
To carry the living show’rs. 


And to itself it whispered, 
As He laid it aside once more, 
Still will I lie in His pathway, 
Just where I did before. 


Close would I keep to the Master, 
Empty would I remain, 
And perhaps some day He may use me 
To water His flowers again. 
— Anon. 
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GoD LOVETH A CHEERFUL GIVER. 


See the rivers flowing 
Downwards to the sea, 

Pouring all their treasures 
Bountiful and free. 

Yet to help their giving, 
Hidden springs arise, 

Or, if need be, showers 
Feed them from the skies. 


Watch the princely flowers 
Their rich fragrance spread, 

Load the air with perfumes, 

From their beauty shed. 

Yet their lavish"spending 
Leaves them not in dearth ; 

With fresh life replenished, 
By their mother earth. 


Give thy heart’s best treasures, 
From fair Nature learn ; 

Give thy love—and ask not, 
Wait not, a return. 

And the more thou spendest 
From thy little store, 

With a double bounty 
God will give thee more. 


—Adelaide Proctor. 





For Friends’ Intelligencer. 
THE “NEW CHURCH.” 


Among the conventions and assemblies of 
the various religious bodies held in our city 
the past month we notice a report of the 
General Conference of the “ New Jerusalem,” 
which celebrated its hundredth anniversary 
on that occasion. 

In the report of the opening session, the 
address of the President of the convention, 
Chauncey Giles, of this city, is given in brief. 
The history of this religious movement, as 
narrated by him, shows that “the-irst General 
Convention of the New Church was held in 
this city on the 15th of May, 1817. The doc- 
trines of our church were first publicly taught 
by James Glen in a little hall on Third street, 
on the 5th of June, 1784. It is, therefore, a 
hundred years since those principles which 
constitute the Holy City were publicly and 
specifically taught on this continent. The 
completion of the first century of the New 
Church suggests this as a proper occasion to 
take a wider view of its character, its work 
and its progress, than is usual at our annual 
meetings. The efforts and the events, the mis- 
takes,and the successes of a hundred years 
speak to us and teach us lessons which can- 
not be learned from one generation, much 
less from the history of a year.” 

In his address the speaker drew a contrast 
between the intellectual freedom of a century 
ago and the present time, and expressed the 
belief that this freedom is not only extend- 
ing, but is “rising in quality.” It was when 
the Catholic | the various Protestant de- 


=" nominations were anathematizing and excom- 
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municating each other—declaring the doors 
of heaven closed against those who did not 
accept their special doctrines and conform to 
their ritual—that Emanuel Swedenborg, the 
herald of the “New Church,” proclaimed 
that the “rituals of worship are only the 
dress of the church—that the essential of 
religion is a good life—that charity, not 
faith, is the central principle,” and “ those of 
every religion who lead faithful, true lives 
will be saved.” 

This was unheard-of liberality a century 
ago, but there has been a steady, constant 
advance towards‘this essential law of heay- 
enly life. 

Continuing, the speaker said : 

“The idea of a material hell prepared by 
the Lord, in which He will shut up the 
wicked and torment them by everlasting 
burning, which held an important place iu 
religious teaching, is now rarely heard. In- 
telligent Christians of every name would 
involuntarily shrink from such a representa- 
tion of the Divine character. Many do not 
know what to believe about the punishment 
of the wicked, but they reject the doctrine 
that was once accepted without question as 
irrational, inhuman, impossible in the nature 
of things, and utterly inconsistent with the 
Divine love and wisdom. There has been 
and is now going on an entire change in the 
public tone of thought and feeling upon the 
purpose and means of punishment. Revenge 
is giving place to compassion, the desire to 
inflict suffering as a penalty for crime is 
yielding to a purpose to reform the criminal. 
Contempt for the erring is changing to pity, 
and the prevention of crime is beginning to 
be regarded as more important than its pun- 
ishment. 

“ Men are beginning to see the truth of the 
doctrine clearly taught in the writings of the 
New Church, that the material body is no 
essential part of a man, either in form or 
substance; that it is merely a garment for 
the spirit, an instrument for the use of the 
real man in the first stage of his being. The 
opinion of the most advanced thinkers now 
seems to be that the Bible contains a revela- 
tion of Divine truth, but that the letter does 
not adequately and without mistake express 
it.” ‘ 

Whatever tends to broaden the ideas of 
men, in respect to their relations of the great 
Father of us all, and to enlarge our concep- 
tions of His beneficent purposes towards the 
human family, cannot fail to make the world 
the better for its utterance, and that the fol- 
lowers of the Master gathered under the ban- 
ner of “the New Jerusalem” are doing, in 
their own way, a good part in this holy work 
must be cause of thankfulness to many others 
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whose call to labor leads into diverse chan- 
nels. There are many members, but the one 
Spirit is over all, and blessed forevermore. 
There were 176 delegates from the various 
States of this Union and from Canada re- 
ported. Letters were read from Ministers 
A. T. Boyeson, of Sweden, and Geo. Daniely, 
of Hungary. L. J. R. 


FREDERICK DENISON MAURICE. 

About forty years ago, five Cambridge 
men were talking over a recent execution, 
previous to which the chaplain of the jail had 
spent the whole day with the condemned 
man; and all agreed that there were very 
few persons whose presence at such a time 
and for such an interval would not add a 
new horror to death. The conversation then 
turned on the choice which each would make 
ia the last hours of life, of a companion to 
accompany him to its utmost verge, it was 
agreed by all five that each should write 
down the name of the person he would choose. 
The five papers, when opened, were found to 
contain a single name,—that which heads 
this article. If they had been fifty instead 
of five, supposing they had all known Maurice, 
we should imagine that the result would have 
been the same.— British Quarterly. 





Ir you are desirous to increase and preserve 


your own happiness, if you feel the duty of | 


consulting the happiness of others, if you 
have any regard for that invitation and com- 
mand which nature and creation are uttering 
day by day and night by night, cultivate a 
spirit of cheerfulness.— William Newell. 


ITEMS. 


A CELEBRATION of the five hundredth an- 
niversary of the death of John Wycliffe, was 
held in London on the 21st of last month, be- 
ans with a religious service in St. An- 
drew’s Church, Blackfriars, on the site of the 
monastery, where the Pope’s bull against 
Wycliffe was read. 


THE steamer Faraday, engaged in laying a 
new Atlantic telegraph cable, arrived at Rock- 
rt, Mass., the American terminus, on the 
of last month, and landed the shore end 
of the cable which portion is said to be the 
heaviest ever laid. The sea portion had been 
previously laid from Dover Bay, Nova Scotia, 
to a point 250 miles, northeast of Rockport. 


A HUMAN SKULL singularly like the famous 
Neanderthal skull, which so engrossed the at- 
tention of archzeologists and ethnologists a 
few years ago, has recently been exhumed 
from a clay deposit near Podbaba, in the neigh- 
borhood of Prague, Bohemia. It is notable 
for the great flatness of the forehead, the 
thickened eye brows, and a remarkably small 
facial angle, apparently surpassing in this last 
respect the skull above mentioned. A mam- 
moth’s tusk was obtained from the same lo- 
cality. 
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AT a meeting of the Trustees of the J 


sity of Pennsylvania, on the 6th inst,, nes 


ulty of the new Biological Department of the 
University were elected. At the head, ag q. 
rector, and professor of anatomy and 200logy,. 
was placed, of course, Dr. Joseph Leidy, whos 
selection guarantees to the scientific world 


value of the new department. With him are 
to be associated, Dr. J. T. Rothrock, profess 
of botany; Dr. A. J. Parker, professor of com. 
parative anatomy; Dr. Harrison Allen, py 
fessor of physiology ; Dr. Horace Jayne, pm 
fessor of vertebrate morphology, and Dr, 


jamin Sharpe, professor of invertebrate mam 4 


phology. ‘That there will be enthusiag 
earnest and thorough work done is insured 
all of these names. One of the essential fgg. 
tures of the new pertanet, and one eg 
cially gratifying, is that it will receive wome, 
as well as men.—American. 


For the second time it has been proved ip 
Cincinnati that a flood, instead of being fol. 
lowed by sickness, prepares the way for a period 
of unusual healthfulness. It was so after the 
flood of last year, and is so now. A promi- 
nent physician says that the flood cleaned and 
purified that part of the city which has always 
been the starting place for all the diseases 
which have prevailed. The flooding of the 
lower stories of filthy buildings, the movin; 
of household goods to other parts of the city 
and the moving of them back again, and the 
general cleansing which the flood made neces- 
sary seem to have destroyed the lurking germs 
of disease. In the bottoms, where there ig 
usually more or less of diphtheria, scarlet 
fever, malaria, etc., at this time of year, there 
is now hardly a case of sickness reported. In 
other words, the human pig sties have been 
washed out. The doctors are complaining that 
they have nothing to do. 





NOTICES. 
THE HOME FOR AGED AND INFIRM COLORED 
PERSONS. 


The Twentieth Annual Meeting will be held 
at the Home, Fifth-day, Sixth month 12that 
3 P. M. 

Election of Managers and Officers, and An- 
nual Report presented. 

The Fireproof addition for Infirmary, ete, 
being finished, will be open for inspection. 

Addresses from several eminent persons will 
be delivered. Singing by the Old Folks and 
others. 

The public are respectfully invited to attend. 

Tos. H. McCoLuin, Sec’y. 





A Temperance Meeting will be held in 


| Wrightstown Meeting-house, Bucks co.,'Pa., 


on Sixth mo. 15th, at 2.30 P. M. 
Interested friends of the cause will be wel 
come at the meeting and its deliberations. 


The Burlington First-day School Union will 
meet at the Mount Meeting-house, Seventl- 


day, Sixth mo. 14th, at 10 A. M. 
Interested friends are invited. 
will be in waiting at Juliustown. 
Wo. WALTON, 
LAURA NEWBOLD, 
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